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Whatôs that buzz and hum 

coming from the Extended 

Learning Center? Itôs the 

sound of learning. Itôs the 

sound of relationships 

being developed. Itôs the 

sound of compassion, 

desire and educational 

integrity. Itôs the sound of 

encouragement, structure 

and wisdom coming from 

a group of devoted high 

school scholars at Pomona 

Catholic School. 

  

Pacers Step Up Program 

was established and is 

directed by sophomore, 

Jennifer Villacis.  Jennifer 

saw a need and invited 

several Honors and AP 

students to devote time in 

the Extended Learning 

Center toward working 

with other students to help 

them improve academic 

performance. This group 

manages the tutoring and 

coaching of approximately 

20 students a day, many of 

who come to the center 

after school but sometimes 

utilize the center during 

lunch, break or before 

school for individual 

sessions with tutors.  

Jennifer has always loved 

learning and her passion 

for academics is evident 

in establishing this 

program.  Students need 

a place to ask questions 

and receive the 

reassurance that the 

work they are doing is 

accurate. Teachers and 

parents like it because it 

perpetuates self-

empowerment and 

accountability, while 

supporting other 

responsibilities that are 

developmentally 

accurate for this age 

range.  Additionally and 

maybe more 

importantly, students 

who regularly attend the 

Pacer Step Up Program 

experience the 

friendship and 

mentorship of older 

students who are 

successfully maintaining 

high scholarly goals.  

 

PC is blessed to have 

Jennifer and a group 

of dedicated peer 

tutors reaching out 

and building a culture 

of devoted learners. I 

have to warn you 

though, the buzz and 

hum of higher 

achievement goals in the 

ELC is contagious.  
 

Please contact Mrs. 

Torres, Director of 

Academic Support for 

additional information 

about the services or to 

be referred for the Pacer 

Step Up Program.  

Pacers ñstep upò tutoring program  

January 2013 
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Principalôs journal entry 12/8/12 

Mr. Samuel Torres, ext. 11   storres@pomonacatholic.org 
 

It is Friday after school and the carpools have closed their doors and visions of the weekend begin to take hold in the minds of our 

students.  You can hear the echoes of the rally, the homework, the studying, the test taking and all of the chatter which ricochets off 

the walls.  The campus begins to settle and the quiet takes over like a cloud expanding in the setting sunset.  The school prepares to 

rest as the weekend approaches.   
 

Just because the weekend has arrived, doesnôt mean that our students resté  

Saturday, December 8 was a day of blessings and fame.  Many students of Pomona Catholic have been busy preparing for this day.  

Who knew the extent of the activities which was to occur on this day.  I arrived Saturday morning and began unlocking the gates, 

doors, and classrooms.  The morning began with the preparations for the final tutoring day for the High School Placement Test.  

Moments later,  the halls were buzzing with the Pomona Catholic student tutors arranging the final details.  There were 

approximately 12 high school students getting the classrooms ready.  The final tutoring program began with Mass in the 

auditorium; we had over 100 people in attendance.  This particular morning was productive.  Of course, when you start with Mass, 

everything else that happens afterwards is an additional gift. 
 

Within that same morningé 

After a tough opening Friday night, Saturday morningôs efforts brought home a win for PCôs High School soccer team.  We won 

our first game and it gave us energy to complete the tournament with pride and vigor.  Under our new coaching staff, 18 girls have 

come together to represent Pomona Catholic. 
 

The Pacer float was being decorated in the school parking lot.  What?  Yes, our athletes and cheer team participated in the 2012 

City of Pomona Christmas parade.  Wow, another 15 students busy about Pomona Catholic.  So, you begin to see a theme.  We 

have many activities and many students involved in living the Gospel values! 
 

Unbeknownst to me, our softball team (14 members) has been in fall training.  This morning, the Pacers had a doubleheader in 

Whittier.  We won both games and the girls acquired valuable experience.  Our softball program, has won back to back CIF titles 

and ranked number one in Division 5 for the state, so therefore, we continue to hone in on our skills.  Do I dare mention three peat?! 
 

Later that evening... 

I am on my way to Disneyland.  Of course when we do a great deed we get to answer the question, ñNow that you have completed 

all your tasks, where are you going?ò  Simple answer, Disneyland.  Why?  A great way to conclude a magnificent day, march in a 

parade and smile.  Our Dance teacher assembled a middle and high school dance entourage which performed in the Disneyland 

Christmas Parade.  An additional 18 students who had been practicing for weeks and weeks proudly displayed their pride of 

Pomona Catholic to the whole world.   I was an extremely proud Principal.  We were well represented. 
 

My wife and I remained at Disneyland into the night enjoying the sights, sounds, fun, and laughter of families enjoying life.  I 

reflected on this most improbable day, I knew one thing for sure; heaven is smiling down upon us.  On this day, we had over 76 of 

our students participating in different activities, at various locations, and some occurring at the same time.  These students had the 

support of brothers, sisters, moms, dads, uncles, aunts, grandparents and faculty.  Yes, it does take a community to raise our 

students.   
 

Reflection... 

Our donors and benefactors assist our families in securing the material things needed, for this, I am thankful.  I am also thankful for 

the support the families provide.  I know, our students accomplish their goals with support from all aspects.  These activities in 

many ways represent rights of passage for our students.  Good, meaningful, enjoyable, positive activities that are affirming and 

prepare our students for life.  Once again, Pomona Catholic is out in the community demonstrating and modeling the Gospel values.   
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Ensuring educational excellence  

This March, Pomona Catholic will have its official accreditation visit. As one of twenty pilot schools, PC, 

under the auspices of the Western Catholic Educational Association (WCEA), will be evaluated to determine 

the quality of the schoolôs educational program. The program, called ñEnsuring Educational Excellenceò or 

E3, emphasizes the studentsô responsibility in the learning process, as well as teachersô role in helping 

students to learn. Because WCEA implements the accreditation, much more emphasis is 

placed on the Catholic Identity of the school and curriculum. A variety of teachers, 

administrators, parents, and students have made up integral groups which have analyzed 

and discussed data to come up with key strengths and key growth areas.  Alumnae also 

participated through a survey on Facebook. With the prayers and participation of many 

dedicated people, we hope PC will be around for another 114 years.    

 

The E3 Committee will be visiting Sunday, March 3-Wednesday, March 6.   

Catholic education challenge  

We are thrilled to share that Pomona Catholic has met the Catholic 

Education Foundation (CEF) Challenge! PC will receive a matching 

donation for $36,000 to assist 18 students with tuition assistance.  

Thank you for your support and prayers! 

 

For more details, see page 7. 

Yesenia Perez and her fellow Inaugural Scholars were at the center of the world stage as the nation welcomed 

back its 44th President, Barack Obama! Millions traveled to Washington, D.C. to be a part of this historic 

event. Yesenia took part in American history as she witnessed the inauguration firsthand on the National Mall. 

This is sure to remain one of the most memorable events in her life.  

 

After the swearing-in ceremony, Yesenia attended a special viewing party and celebratory luncheon, with 

Presidential trivia and prizes, where Inaugural Scholars watched on large 

viewing screens as the President and Vice Presidentôs motorcade traveled from 

the United States Capitol Building down Pennsylvania Avenue to the White 

House. 

 

 Later in the evening, scholars attended a private concert with special guest, 

Allstar Weekend, one of the most promising young bands touring America and 

the United Kingdom today. 
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Important Upcoming Dates 
¶ February 4 ï 8, 2013 ï Class of 2017 Incoming Frosh Interviews Week 

¶ March 9, 2012 ï High School Placement Test (Make-up date) for 8th graders 

¶ March 1 ï April 19, 2012 ï College Boardôs Advanced Placement Exams 

College Acceptances as of January 15, 2013 

 
You've finally made it to the pinnacle of your K-12  career after many years of eyeing it from afar.   

Congratulations!  The following students have been accepted to a college of their choice.   

 

¶ Emily CarrilloðSeton Hall University (full scholarship) 

¶ Mariana Ramirez-  Northern Arizona University, Cal State Channel Islands 

¶ Alina Hamilton- Northern Arizona University   

¶ Danielle Clark- Northern Arizona University 

¶ Emily Gingrich- Northern Arizona University 

¶ Tracy Manzano- Cal State Dominguez Hills 

¶ Adrianna Lopez- Northern Arizona University, Cal State Channel Islands 

¶ Arianna Moreno- Northern  Arizona University 

¶ Emily Carrillo- Northern Arizona University 

¶ Alexis Ramirez-  Northern Arizona University 

¶ Savannah Safar- Chapman University, Azusa Pacific University, Loyola Marymount University, 

University of the Pacific, University of La Verne, Northern Arizona University 

¶ Sabina Pasillas- Cal Poly Pomona, Honors & Loyola Marymount University 

¶ Julia Garcia- University of Redlands 

¶ Daniela Alvarez- University of Massachusetts Amherst 

¶ Nicole Bonafede- Northern Arizona University 

¶ Hailee Nolte- Cal State Channel Islands 

¶ Angel Juarez- Sonoma State 

¶ Maile Orozco- Northern Arizona University & Sonoma State 

¶ Victoria Matveev- Creighton University, Lewis and Clark College, University of La Verne, Carlow 

University, & Gustavus College 

ACADEMICS & COUNSELING  

Mrs. Cara Sultany   Dean of Academics/Registrar  csultany@pomonacatholic.org  ext. 18 
Mrs. Rebecca Arteaga ô92 Vice Principal/Counseling   rarteaga@pomonacatholic.org ext. 26 
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Admissions & outreach  

Mr. Mike Delgado Director of Admissions & Marketing  mdelgaldo@pomonacatholic.org ext. 22 
Mrs. Carolann Enciso Admissions Coordinator   cenciso@pomonacatholic.org  ext. 11 

Attention Prospective Families: 

We are excited about your interest in Pomona Catholic and we hope to give you a full insight to the endless 

opportunities that are available to you when you become a member of our PC Family. We have educated 

young men and women for over 112 years, which is a symbol of our commitment to Catholic Education. We 

are proud to hold a rich history of traditions that has served generation after generation. 

Whether you are a parent or a student searching for a small school environment and a challenging curriculum, 

the best place to start is our website: www.pomonacatholic.org.  You will find materials about the Admissions 

process.  Financial Aid is available.  

Please contact us for a visit or for more information.   
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The start of a New Year brings opportunity for change, growth and exciting challenges. To support our dear 

alma mater, weôd like to establish the Pomona Catholic High School Alumni Association.  We are accepting 

volunteers to take on positions as Board Members.  It would be ideal to have a representative from each 

decade (if not each graduating class) participating as a board member for our association. Please consider this 

opportunity to participate and support PC with your time and talents.  

 

As the Association grows, we hope to establish a Scholarship Fund to recognize a PC student based on 

academic merit. The education we received during our time at PC is priceless. It is now our turn and our 

privilege to give back. If you are interested in joining the Board, please contact me for information.  

 

Blessings to you and your families in 2013!   

ALUMNI  

Ms. Christine Perez ô77 Alumni President  cperez@pomonacatholic.org  
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The last Co-Ed Class  

Class of 1962 
Saturday, March 2, 2013 

11AM  - 1PM @ PCHS  

The reunion will continue in the evening at the 

Sheraton Ontario Airport Hotel, 6PM.   

 

For more information, please contact  

Dave Woeste at bcwoeste@aol.com. 

Social media is a norm of communication these days and a 

great way to connect with our classmates. If you have not gone to the 

PC Facebook group where alumni like to 'meet', simply go to this link, 

and join the group:  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2478895792/?ref=ts&fref=ts. 

 

You will find pictures, announcements about upcoming reunions and hopefully many familiar faces! Join the 

fun, join the discussions, and post your thoughts. Share the link with friends and help us connect!  

The first all-girls graduating class. 

Class of 1963 

Re-union plans are in the works.   

Please contact Mary Inez Ramirez Butterworth if 

you are interested in planning the event. 

maryibutterworth@me.com 

 

 

Annual Campaign  

Currently, we have received $41,386 in gifts and pledges to the Annual Campaign.  We need your support to 

reach our goal of $100,000.   

 

Thanks to everyone who has already made a contribution!   

Your support has truly made an impact on our students. 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2478895792/?ref=ts&fref=ts
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Host a Reunion at PC  

If you are wondering about a reunion being planned for your graduating 

class, or if you would like to start the wheels turning to get a reunion 

started, please contact Pomona Catholic and speak with Navy Phay, 

Development Director or Christine Perez, Alumni President.  

 

We are available to help you with your contact list or secure a date to 

hold your reunion at Pomona Catholic, if you are interested. Many 

alumni have come back to the school during the past year, either in 

small groups or individually, and have been happily surprised to see many things are 'still the same'. We would 

love to have you stop in to see for yourself. If you are traveling and happen to be nearby, please do come up 

the front steps and ring the bell! You'll be greeted with a warm smile and the doors will be open for you to take 

a walk down memory lane. 

Update: Catholic Education Foundation Challenge  

The Catholic Education Foundation Challenge made a tremendous impact on our school community.  

We ñunited and ignitedò to support the children we serve. This opportunity provided a platform for 

alumni, family, faculty, friends, and students to invest in an accessible Catholic education.    

 

Students fundraised by hosting several ñbuck-o-jeansò days ($1 to wear jeans).  Parents took 

advantage of this opportunity by donating to the CEF Challenge, and they also received credit for the 

Annual Pledge.  Alumni contributed generously.  Further, one alumnus from the first graduating class 

(1953) transferred shares of stock to PC!!!   

 

Pomona Catholic truly appreciates your support.  Thank you for your investment in our students! 
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Athletics  

Mrs. Rosie Velasquez Athletic Director rvelasquez@pomonacatholic.org ext. 33 

The fall season has kicked off an amazing year in Pacer sports. Our back to back Arrowhead league champion 

volleyball team finished strong coming in second place at the Division 5-AA CIF Southern Sections 

Championships as well as moving on to the first round in the CIF State Championship round. Our Cross 

Country team was also Arrowhead League Champs and went on the the Division 5 CIF Southern Section 

Finals. The Volleyball team and Cross Country team were each recognized as one of the top 10 teams in the 

area. Individual Arrowhead League awards were given to top Junior runner Solana Arellano as Runner of the 

Year, MVP for volleyball Senior Emily Gingrich, Coach of the Year for Cross Country Luis Diaz as well as 

Coach of the Year for Volleyball Randy Bohlmann. 

 

The CIF Southern Section went on to announce their Division 5AA All CIF Southern Section 2012 Girls 

Volleyball Team which included Senior Emily Gingrich and Sophomore Leah Miranda.  
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Water Polo  

Another sport added to our Athletic program!  If you are interested in joining 

the water polo team, please contact Mrs. Velasquez at 

rvelasquez@pomonacatholic.org. 

SAVE THE DATE!  

 

2nd Annual Walk-a-thon  

Friday, April 12, 2013 

 

Parents, Alumni, and Friends are invited.   

 

For more information towards sponsoring this event or to become a vendor,  

please contact Ms. Phay at (909) 623-5297, ext. 13. 
 


